
By Very Reverend Glennon Jones, Vicar General, 
Vicar for Clergy, Vicar for Religious

A 
very happy and joy-filled and blessed Father’s 
Day to all you dads out there! Such an honor 
you have in being entrusted with the care and 
teaching of God’s precious ones, your children 
… those little images of God, as we all are.  In 

that privilege of being sons and daughters of God, 
we are all called to always cherish and maintain—or 
renew by the sacrament of confession—that baptismal 
innocence that we often lose by giving in to the 
temptations of the world.  And so we again heed the 

words of Our Lord: “Whoever humbles himself like 
this child, he is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven” 
(Matthew 18:4), and “He who has my commandments 
and keeps them, he it is who loves me; and he 
who loves me will be loved by my Father…” (John 14:21)

Yes, we are to emulate innocence, but not childish 
naiveté, for you dads (along with moms … and all 
of society, really) are entrusted with your children’s 
safekeeping through care and prayer.  With material 
safekeeping, yes, but far more so in their spiritual well-
being, which is (literally) infinitely more essential. In 
this vein, Jesus advises all of us in our lives: “I send 
you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; so be wise as 
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serpents and innocent as doves.” (Matthew 10:16)
Yes, so very tragically for all—and as is more than 

apparent to all—this is where the Church, other 
Christian communities, children’s organizations, 
schools and many other entities entrusted with the 
safety of children have often failed in the past. In 
the Church it may be worst in degree because of 
what she is and stands for—if not in magnitude of 
numbers, certainly in magnitude of betrayal, as many 
who were called to most clearly reflect Christ instead 
grossly betrayed Him and His beloved little ones.

But now … hopefully … such malignancy is being 
excised permanently. Yet, as with any surgery, there 
is bleeding and pain. Wolves were among the sheep 
and the flock much scattered, but now great effort 
is being expended to ensure that such wolves are 
being kept from the flock … the shepherds’ past 
complacency and the naiveté that Jesus warned 
against much dispelled. Tragically, there can be no 
altering of the past as much as we might wish we 
could do so, and so the course now is to look to and 
work for the good of the future. May God keep all safe 
from such predations ever again.

But, going back to a more joyful note … what a 
privilege given you fathers … to protect, guide and 
shepherd your children—young and old—into the 
way of goodness, charity and peace. We priests are 
called “Father” to be spiritual guides—and more so, 
servants—to God’s faithful, and it is a wonderful, 
fulfilling thing.  And yet we cannot help but envy you 
biological dads out there many times. So cherish the 
gift that fatherhood is!…knowing that your love and 
care for your children is to reflect the love and care of 
God the Eternal Father for all. 

It’s always good to remember an important 
teaching from Sirach 3 on Father’s (or Mother’s) 
Day—a teaching which expands on the 4th 
Commandment of “Honor thy Father and thy 
Mother”: 

1 Listen to me your father, O children; and act 
accordingly, that you may be kept in safety.

2 For the Lord honored the father above the 
children, and he confirmed the right of the mother 
over her sons.

3 Whoever honors his father atones for sins,
4 and whoever glorifies his mother is like one who 

lays up treasure.
5 Whoever honors his father will be gladdened by 

his own children, and when he prays he will be heard.
6 Whoever glorifies his father will have long life, and 

whoever obeys the Lord will refresh his mother;

7 he will serve his parents as his masters.
8 Honor your father by word and deed, that a 

blessing from him may come upon you.
9 For a father’s blessing strengthens the houses of 

the children…
10 Do not glorify yourself by dishonoring your father, 

for your father’s dishonor is no glory to you.
11 For a man’s glory comes from honoring his father, 

and it is a disgrace for children not to respect their 
mother.

12 O son, help your father in his old age, and do not 
grieve him as long as he lives;

13 even if he is lacking in understanding, show 
forbearance; in all your strength do not despise him.

 14 For kindness to a father will not be forgotten, and 
against your sins it will be credited to you;

 15 in the day of your affliction it will be remembered 
in your favor; as frost in fair weather, your sins will 
melt away.

So, kids … treasure your parents while you have 
them, for time passes O so rapidly, and we who are 
a bit older and have lost parents know all too well 
how quickly “…the silver cord is snapped…the golden 
bowl is broken…and the dust returns to the earth 
as it was, and the spirit returns to God who gave it.” 
(Ecclesiastes 12:6-7) We who have known loss of 
parents reflect often on what more we could have 
done to show our love to them...reflecting ”on what 
I have done, and what I have failed to do,” to and for 
them, while we still had the opportunity. And yet we 
also know that the souls in Heaven forgive all things 
and hold no grudges; such thoughts cannot exist in 
Heaven, only in “the other place”.  This is why Our 
Lord is so adamant:  “…forgive, if you have anything 
against any one; so that your Father also who is in 
heaven may forgive you your trespasses.” (Mark 11:25)  
For our heavenly family—especially Our Father—long 
for us to be with them once more—evermore—for an 
eternal embrace.

And so, dads, reflect this Father’s Day, and every 
day: How is a man a good father?  We need only 
adapt slightly St. Paul’s verses from 1 Corinthians 13:

“[A father] is patient, [a father] is kind; [a father] 
is not jealous or boastful; [a father] is not arrogant 
or rude. [A father] does not insist on [his] own way; 
[a father] is not irritable or resentful; [he] does not 
rejoice at wrong, but rejoices in the right. [A father] 
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things. [A father’s] faith, hope, and love 
abide, these three; but the greatest of these is [a 
father’s] love.”
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