
 
Census Deadline Cut Short by 1 Month: Fill Out Your Census NOW!  
By Melia Chittenden, Summer Intern, Office of Social Justice and Respect Life 
Last week, the U.S. Census Bureau announced their decision to move the Census deadline 
from October 31st to September 30th, cutting Census outreach and participation efforts short by 
an entire month. New Mexico’s response rate is currently only 53.4%, nearly ten percentage 
points behind the national response rate of 63.2%. This shortened deadline may have grave 
consequences for New Mexico’s harder-to-count counties and communities. New Mexico’s tribal 
communities, still reeling from the severe impacts of COVID-19, have a response rate of just 
over 30%.  
 
The Census is a cornerstone of American democracy which occurs only once every ten years 
and is intended to count the number of individuals living in the United States. New Mexico has 
historically had one of the lowest response rates in the country. For each person who fills out 
the Census, the federal government allocates between $3000-$4000 in funding for roads, 
schools, hospitals, and other necessities in their community. This means that even a 1% 
undercount of New Mexico’s population could result in nearly $74 million of lost federal funding. 
Do your part to make sure New Mexico gets an accurate count! Fill out your Census today at 
2020Census.gov, or by calling 844-330-2020 (English) or 844-468-2020 (Spanish). 
 
Furthermore, the Archdiocese of Santa Fe is promoting Census Bureau outreach efforts in New 
Mexico. Thanks to the non-profit organization America Prays, we have funding to provide up to 
32 parishes in New Mexico with a $250 prize for helping to increase Census participation in their 
community. If any parish is interested in participating, they can reach out to Dr. Mercy Alarid, 

Senior Partnership Specialist for the Census Bureau in New Mexico. Office: (505) 715-3275, 
Email: mercy.n.alarid@2020census.gov  
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