
January is Poverty in America Awareness Month. Here are Some Ways 
You Can Make A Difference  
Take up Pope Francis' challenge to create a culture of care by participating in 
Poverty Awareness Month in January.  With Christmas ending on January 10, 
the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, we are called to reflect on our own 
baptism.  Our baptism claims us as members of the Body of Christ, and calls us 
to recognize human dignity in order to achieve a just society.  We have a 
responsibility to respond, in loving action, to the poor and destitute in our 
communities, especially in this time of the pandemic. 
 
According to Poverty USA, poverty affects family members, neighbors and 
colleagues –  young and old alike. Poverty affects the healthy and sick, rural 

and urban.  Of these, did you know that 1 in 6 Americans and 1 in 5 children live in poverty, and 1 in 7 
households in America do not know where their next meal will come from?  The US Census data reports that 
39.7 million people live at or below the poverty line.  Did you know that: **NEW MEXICO HAS THE SECOND 
HIGHEST RATE OF POVERTY IN THE U.S.?  Though many families are struggling, you can help magnify the voice of 
people who are poor or vulnerable.  What can we do? 
 
There are countless ways in which we can learn about poverty and how to be proactive: 

 View and download an online (en español) and print calendar which includes daily ways to: a) learn about 
poverty, b)get inspired by how communities are responding and c)take action with others. 

 In addition to the calendar are longer daily reflections (en español). 
 You can also sign up to receive the daily reflections by email. 
 You can also sign up for Notes for Neighbors, a newsletter with resources that help you put your faith in 

action and love your neighbors at home and around the world.  
 Share these materials with Catholics in your diocese and follow the action on Facebook and Twitter. 
 Learn how you can help at www.povertyusa.org. Start exploring Poverty USA today and learn how to 

awaken others to the struggles of people living in poverty and how to inspire yourself and others.  As 
Catholics, we are called to respond to this immense human suffering!  

 Get more resources at this NEW webpage https://povertyusa.org/teach and be part of the solution!  
 Sign up for a free webinar, The Catholic Campaign for Human Development: Putting our Faith into 

Action for 50 Years. This webinar on January 12th will highlight CCHD’s work and Catholic Schools week. 
This is a great opportunity for Catholic Schools, parents, and students to think about how they can engage 
in the work of CCHD. 

 Schedule a presentation for your religious education group in English or Spanish on poverty, Catholic 
Social Teaching (CST) and on how to fulfill our call to serve.  Contact Israela Garcia – CCHD intern (see 
box). 

 

https://www.usccb.org/resources/PAM%202021%20daily%20calendar.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/PAM%202021%20daily%20calendar%20SP.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/2021%20PAM%20Longer%20Reflections.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/2021%20PAM%20Longer%20Reflections%20SP.pdf
https://usccb.us11.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=75c0c9953e20885f1295adc0f&id=3758e6e5cd
https://usccb.us11.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=75c0c9953e20885f1295adc0f&id=3758e6e5cd
https://www.facebook.com/PovertyUSA/
https://twitter.com/povertyusa_cchd
http://www.povertyusa.org/
https://povertyusa.org/teach
https://usccb.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_EKrbz3_lRkCKMDBa6FPFZw

